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A% 1 prevautionory megoure, approximately 25 women of chiildbuaring
potential have rveceived job reassignments at the 3 Decatur plant this
wécek s0 they will not be cxpused to a type of {luorochewmicusl chat can

cauge bireh defects In raus.

Preliuminary results of a recent 3M toxicology study showed that threc
related {luorochemicals affected eye deveilopment in the {etuses of tats,

according to Phil Raths, manager of the Chcmical Resources Division plant,

.

The study currently is being repeated on rots and other specics to
clarifv the inicial finding, Ruths explained. Until thene resulls are
known and ¢valuated, he suwid the 3¥ Medical Department ‘felt it wae prudent

to recommend thig action.

The women are being resssipned to jobs in the adjacent 3 Fiim
and Allied Products Division plant. This Ls being done in an.equitaple
way that will protect thelr preseat seadoricy status, bencefits and pay,

ruth&pointed out.
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YWnile we ore not aware of any adverse health ¢£fects on our ten
and wonmen cmployeee,' Rathe sald, “we are transferring these women as &

precautionary step pending further tests."

The cthree flvorochemicsls are used in the wmonufacture of specialiy

chiemicals by 3M and various ocher induntrisl firme.
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For further information countact:

Lowell Ludford

3M Public Relations Leparcment
M Company, 3M Center

St. Paul, Minnesote 55133
Telephone:  (612) 733-6154
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